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Spartanburg District 7 Names Marquice Clark as Principal  
of Cleveland Academy of Leadership 

 
(Spartanburg, S.C.) -- Spartanburg School District Seven announced today 
the appointment of Mr. Marquice Clark as Principal of the Cleveland 
Academy of Leadership effective July 1, 2019. Mr. Clark will assume Fred 
Logan’s position, as Mr. Logan announced his retirement earlier this month 
following 10 years of service as principal at Cleveland Academy.    

For the past three years, Mr. Clark has served as an assistant principal at 
Cleveland Academy. He has proven to be a dynamic and effective leader, 
developing a team analysis approach to evaluate teacher performance 

based on state standardized tests and MAP data, designing and implementing data-driven 
instructional and intervention programs, and collaborating with local colleges and universities to 
cultivate student interest in higher education. He has implemented the Continuous Improvement 
model at both the school and community levels, has trained in The Leader in Me school 
transformation model, and has presented at the school, local and national levels. 

Mr. Clark previously served as a teacher at Cleveland Academy, where his impact earned him 
District 7’s Teacher of the Year in 2015. He was also named Teacher of the Year for Cleveland 
Academy in 2014 and Induction Teacher of the Year in 2013. He serves on the STRIVE Together 
Strategic Plan Advisory Committee and was selected for STRIVE Together’s Accelerator 
Leadership Program for Continuous Improvement in 2017.  He is a recipient of the Call Me MISTER 
Trailblazer award, was named the Most Outstanding M.I.S.T.E.R., and received the program’s 
Distinguished Service Award.  

“I am deeply honored to become the new Principal of The Cleveland Academy of Leadership,” 
said Clark. “I look forward to working collaboratively with our staff and stakeholders within our 
school and across our community as we employ the best strategies, provide our students with 
role inspiring models, and help them aspire to greatness. Together, we will significantly increase 
student achievement for all groups of students.”  

Superintendent of District 7 Schools, Dr. Russell Booker applauded Clark’s passion for children 
and his commitment to the mission of the District. “I was impressed with Marquice the first 
moment I met him.  He was an amazing teacher, and I am confident he will be an amazing 
principal.  Cleveland Academy has made great strides in recent years, and Mr. Clark will provide 



the leadership necessary to continue its upward trajectory.  I look forward to working with him 
on this journey.”    

Enthusiasm for the appointment was also expressed by Dr. John Stockwell, Executive Director for 
Spartanburg Academic Movement, who noted, “Our community is extremely fortunate that 
Marquice Clark has been selected as Principal of The Cleveland Academy of Leadership, a school 
wherein his personal character and qualities of leadership will be of inspirational importance to 
children, families, teachers, and staff.  From the perspective of the Spartanburg Academic 
Movement and the Wardlaw Institute of Continuous Improvement, which SAM sponsors, Clark's 
selection as principal is ideal given his deep understanding of the processes of continuous 
improvement, inspiring the school and all who study and work within it to be the very best at 
getting better.” 

Dr. Roy Jones, Provost Distinguished Professor of Education for Clemson University and director 
of the Call Me MISTER program, said, “Mr. Clark has overcome extraordinary personal adversity 
to embrace excellence in the field of public education. His student-centered vision, unmatched 
work ethic and team-building ability to unify diverse views and populations will undoubtedly 
make him a highly effective Principal. In my view, Mr. Clark is a passionate and dedicated servant 
leader and brings the best out of others by the power of his example. 

A native of Sumter, S.C., Mr. Clark was the first in his family to attend and graduate from college. 
He holds a BA degree in elementary education from Morris College, an MEd in Educational 
Leadership and Administration from Furman University, and an EdS in Educational Leadership 
from Furman University. 

He is married to Brenda Clark who teaches in Spartanburg School District Three.  They have one 
daughter, Charlotte (11 months).      

END 

Additional Resources: 

• WYFF Segment on Mr. Clark and Call Me Mister 
• Spartanburg Young Professionals Under 40 Difference Makers  

 
For more information, contact Beth Lancaster, Chief Communications Officer for Spartanburg 
School District Seven, at blancaster@spart7.org,  864.594.6194 (o) or 864.590.8553 (m).  
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